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Instructional Focus:  
Increasing Academic 
Language Production 
Through Classroom 
Discussion 
 
How can you be sure that all of 
your students are fully 
engaged, participating, and 
actively learning your 
instructional objectives?  One of 
the many ways to ensure total 
student participation and 
educational buy-in is to vary 
how you call on students during 
class discussion and questioning 
activities.   
 
When you increase the number 
of opportunities for students to 
speak and write about your 
curriculum you also increase the 
chance that they will master it.  
Below is a plethora of great ways 
to call on students to increase 
academic language production 
in your classroom.  
 
Strategies for calling on students 

Wait Time – Wait for 5-8 students to 

raise their hands before calling on a 

student. 

 

Roll of the Dice – Assign students a 

number.  Student with the same 

number as the sum of the dice answers 

the question.  It could take 4-6 die 

depending on the size of your class. 

 

 

 

Use a Seating Chart – Mark students off 

as they participate 

 

Popsicle Sticks – Write student names 

on popsicle sticks (or poker chips); 

select new stick with each question. 

Variation ideas: 

 Put names in 2-3 times to keep 

students guessing 

 Put stick back in the container 

so they can’t disengage 

 

Decks of Cards – Tape a card on to 

each student desk/table area.  Select 

matching cards from another deck.  

The student with the matching card 

selected at their seat answers the 

question. 

 

Phone a Friend – If a student doesn’t 

know the answer to the question, let 

them ask another student for help.  

Have the student repeat the answer if 

correct. 

 

8 Raised Hands – Wait for 8 hands to 

raise.  Call on all students and thank 

them regardless of answers. 

 Correct to right answer at the 

end 

 

All Raised Hands – All students 

participate: 

 Know answer – straight up 

 Maybe know – right angle 

 Don’t know – thumb on head 

 

Over the Shoulder 

 Walk around the classroom to 

look for great work examples.  

Tell students how great their 

work is to alleviate anxiety 

and increase amount of 

students who willing to share 

 

 

Answer or Echo 

 Pick students to answer 

questions – they can answer or 

say “echo” 

o Students say “echo” 

until someone answers 

 Once a correct answer has 

been given, the students who 

said “echo” have to orally 

repeat the answer (all of them) 

 

I Don’t Know Yet 

 Use instead of just “I don’t 

know” 

 Come back to the student later 

 

But What I DO Know Is 

 Students who answer that they 

“don’t know” … have them 

share what they DO know 

 Talk out the steps or pertinent 

information known 

 

Advanced Notice 

 Give students a warning that 

they will need to answer a 

question later 

 That period, in 10 minututes, 

next question, tomorrow, etc. 

 

Index Cards – write student names 

on index cards or a deck of cards.  

Shuffle the deck and call student 

names by selecting cards. 

 

Cheat Sheet – Hand out questions in 

advance to students.  Give them some 

time to fill out the answers to the 

questions that they know.  Then, call 

on students to answer questions from 

their notes.  They should also make 

sure their answers are correct and fill in 

the blanks as the discussion follows. 

 

 



Impact of Cold-Calling on 

Student Voluntary 

Participation 
Classroom discussion is perhaps the most frequently used 

“active learning” strategy. However, instructors are often 

concerned about students who are less inclined to participate 

voluntarily. They worry that students not involved in the 

discussion might have lower quality learning experiences. 

Although instructors might consider whether to call on a 

student whose hand is not raised (“cold-call”), some 

instructors resist cold-calling fearing that the student will feel 

uncomfortable. This study examines the impact of cold-

calling on students’ voluntary participation in class 

discussions and their comfort participating in discussions. 

The results demonstrate that significantly more students 

answer questions voluntarily in classes with high cold-

calling, and that the number of students voluntarily 

answering questions in high cold-calling classes increases 

over time. Furthermore, students in classes with high cold-

calling answer more voluntary questions than those in 

classes with low cold-calling; this also increases over time. 

Finally, in classes with high cold-calling, students’ comfort 

participating in class discussions increases while in classes 

with low cold-calling, students’ comfort participating does 

not change. Research findings show that cold-calling can be 

done fairly extensively without making students 

uncomfortable. Thus, the research reported here provides 

support for using this instructional strategy to engage more 

students to participate in discussions.  

 

For full article go to:  

http://jme.sagepub.com/content/37/3/305  

Julie H. Hertenstein, College of Business 

Administration, Northeastern University, 404 Hayden 

Hall, Boston, MA 02115-5000, USA. Email: 

j.hertenstein@neu.edu  
 
 

Whisper to your neighbor – Have 

students compare their answer to a 

neighbor (debate correct answer if 

necessasry) before taking volunteers; 

makes students more confident if they 

know they have the correct answer.  

 

Hand and Finger Signals – Have 

students use these hand signals to 

answer questions.   

 Thumbs Up – Agree 

 Thumbs Down – Disagree 

 Hands waved across each 

other – Disagree or I have a 

different answer 

 Hands moving back and forth 

over head – I don’t know or I 

am confused 

 Hand Behind the Ear – I need 

to hear the question again, 

please 

 

White Boards – use white board (or 

white paper in clear, protective covers) 

to have student write their answers on 

first before oral discussion… have them 

hold the answers in the air to show 

you or compare with neighbor. 

 

Talk to the Hand/Tell Your Brain – 

Have students tell their hand or their 

brain the answer before they raise their 

hand.  This give students processing 

time and helps them to verbalize their 

answer so that they are more confident 

to speak in front of the class.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A couple of great (short) videos with 

teachers explaining their best total 

student participation tricks! 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/vid

eos/student-participation-tip -- Card-

o-Matic  

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/vid

eos/improve-student-participation -- 

Playing Cards 

 

(PS… if you haven’t found 

www.teachingchannel.org in your 

instructional adventures yet… I highly 

recommend it!!  GREAT STUFF!!!) 
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SBAC Resources 
 
It’s time to start planning for your the SBAC, OAKS Science, and ELPA 
Assessments. Below are some tools and resources.  Training will come soon, in 
the meantime if you have questions please feel free to contact your principal or 
neely.kirwan@hoodriver.k12.or.us.  

o Test Administration Manual ALL test Administrators need to read 
 http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/test_admin_manua

l.pdf 
o Test Administrator Training Modules ALL test Administrators need to watch 

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2744 
o Oregon Accessibility Manual (Accommodations, universal tools, 

modifications, ect.) ALL test Administrators need to read 
 General Website full of accommodations information 

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=487 
 Oregon Accessibility Manual  

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/updates/ore
gonaccessibilitymanual.pdf 

 IEP Guidance -- Accommodations 
 http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/accommoda

tions-statement-ieps.pdf 
o Test Security 

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1311 

o SBAC Communication Toolkit 
 http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/resources/sb_communicati

ons_toolkit.pdf 
o SBAC Resources for Parents and Educators 

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1308 
o Exemptions from State Assessments document 

 http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/asmt_exemption_f
aq.pdf 
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Dual Language Grant 
 
Last year, the HRCSD received a 
$120,000 grant from ODE to 
strengthen the dual language 
program at Mid Valley and 
develop a long term plan to 
expand the program through 
middle school at Wy’east and 
HRV.  Through the use of grant 
funds, the dual language grant 
committee hopes to build 
momentum for an aligned K-12 
dual language program that can 
be replicated and other schools 
and graduates students who are 
able to read, write and speak in 
both Spanish and English 
fluently. 
 
The grant has allowed Mid 
Valley to build on the work the 
district dual language 
committee developed in 2011-
2012 that was eventually 
approved by the school board.  
Those plans included five and 
ten year goals for expanding 
dual options to all elementary 
schools in the district and 
continuing programs through 
middle and high school.   
 

 
 
The three year grant provides 
opportunities for staff at Mid 
Valley to meet together and with 
ODE consultants Kathryn 
Lindholm-Leary and Rosa 
Molina.  Both are considered 
experts in their fields and have 
worked extensively establishing 
dual language programs across 

the United States as well as 
researching and documenting 
the many benefits of learning 
two languages in a dual 
language classroom. 
 
ODE is working closely with 
grant participants on alternative 
assessments to measure student 
growth in both Spanish and 
English, especially at lower 
grade levels where the benefits 
of dual language may not be as 
easily observed using only 
OAKS reading scores.  Oregon is 
also anticipating implementing 
a seal of biliteracy on diplomas 
issued in 2015.  Students who 
receive the seal would have to 
demonstrate extensive fluency 
in two languages to receive the 
honor.   
 

 
 
The initial work of the dual 
grant committee was to review 
pertinent literature and 
research, nearly all of which 
supports the use of dual 
language.  More than 30 years 
of research on more than 30 
million students in dual 
language programs 
demonstrates that it should be 
the preferred method of 
instruction for second language 
students, poverty students, 
students’ with English only as a 
home language and even special 
education students.  Results of 
dual language programming 
frequently take five or more 
years to be realized but in all 

groups and sub groups, students 
in dual language programs 
outperformed students in 
English only, ESL and 
transitional bilingual models by 
the time they complete middle 
school. 
 
Using grant funds, Mid Valley 
offered a parent information 
night to share research, 
program types, discuss current 
programs and to get feedback 
from parents.  More than 30 
families attended and nearly all 
supported expanding the dual 
language program as well as 
continuing to offer Spanish 
instruction to all students at 
Mid Valley. 
 

 
 
Currently, Mid Valley has 
implemented two kindergarten 
dual classrooms and one 
classroom at first and at second 
grade.  Classrooms in 3rd 
through 5th grade have been 
designated future dual and are 
currently providing additional 
Spanish opportunities. While 
the school has been able to 
maintain a level of Spanish 
instruction in the dual 
classrooms for more than eight 
years, it has been more limited 
than in a true dual language 
program.  Based advice from the 
consultants and ODE, Mid 
Valley’s plan for the 2014-2015 
school-year is to enhance the 
current programs in first 
through fifth grade while 



adopting a research based dual 
model in kindergarten and roll 
up the dual model each year. 
 
The dual grant committee 
continues to consider different 
program models ranging from 
50% to 90% of instruction each 
day in the target language, 
Spanish.  The recent adoption of 
math, social studies and new 
literacy materials which include 
a strong Spanish equivalent, will 
further support expansion of the 
program. 
 

  
 
The committee will attend 
several biliteracy conferences 
over the next two years and has 
brought in Dr. Karen Beeman, a 
biliteracy expert, to Odell to 
train both teachers and 
instructional assistants.  Using 
grant funds, Mid Valley will 
continue to bring trainers to 
Hood River to develop a strong 
Spanish literacy program in 
conjunction with a dual 
language program.  They are 
also looking at how technology 
and software can be used to 
continue, and possibly expand, 
Spanish language learning. 
Parents and dual language staff 
have been surveyed and their 
input will be used by the 
committee to design a program 
for 2014-15 and beyond.  The 
committee will continue to meet 
this year to discuss needs, 
examine data and ultimately to 
evaluate program results. 

The grant has already helped 
Mid Valley improve its program 
and the committee is hopeful 
that the additional funds will 
help expand interest and 
implementation of dual 
language learning throughout 
the HRCSD. 
 
 

 
 
 
A Corner On Information 
By Mike Weidlich, District 
Librarian 
 
Knowing What to Do 
 

 
 
Last month I discussed the 
importance of children 
developing a minimum 
vocabulary of 68,000 words by 
the time they graduate high 
school, which averages between 
4-5,000 words per year.  A 
teacher typically teaches 
between 10-15 words per week, 
or about 4-500 words per year, 
about one-tenth of words a child 
will need per year to be 
successful in school.  Where is 
the answer?   
 
Jim Trelease, in The Read-
Aloud Handbook (7th ed.), 
states, “We must take care that 
children’s early encounters with 
reading are painless enough so 
they will cheerfully return to the 
experience, now and forever.  
But if it’s repeatedly painful, we 
will end up creating a school-
time reader instead of a lifetime 
reader.”  

There was an elementary school 
in Texas that had about 65% of 
their students on free and 
reduced lunch that began 
allowing children to check out 
up to ten books at a time, and 
they could come down to the 
library at any time to get new 
books.  I think at least the upper 
grade students had an average 
of one hour per day of free-
choice reading.  When they 
began this program an average 
of about 60% of the children 
were passing the state 
tests.  Student test scores 
increased every year, and within 
five years, the school had 92% of 
the students exceeding and 
passing the state tests!  I 
contacted the school librarian 
personally in 2007, and the 
program had stopped due to the 
increased emphasis on testing.  
The teachers felt pressure to 
teach more, and they did not 
“have time” to come to the 
library, where the children were 
learning more vocabulary 
through silent sustained reading 
than direct instruction! 
 
Software:  Sweet Search     
 
I just came 
across this the 
other day, a 
search engine 
designed for students.  The 
following is taken from the 
introductory page. 
  
It searches only the 35,000 Web 
sites that our staff of research 
experts and librarians and 
teachers have evaluated and 
approved when creating the 
content on findingDulcinea. We 
constantly evaluate our search 
results and "fine-tune" them, by 
increasing the ranking of Web 
sites from organizations such as 

http://www.findingdulcinea.com/


the Library of Congress, the 
Smithsonian, PBS and 
university Web sites. 
   
SweetSearch helps students find 
outstanding information, faster. 
It enables them to determine 
the most relevant results from a 
list of credible resources, and 
makes it much easier for them 
to find primary sources. We 
exclude not only obvious spam 
sites, but also marginal sites 
that read well, but lack 
academic or journalistic rigor. 
As importantly, the very best 
Web sites that are often buried 
on other search engines appear 
on the first page of SweetSearch 
results. 
 
Stories to Share 
 
Sue Young, who is retiring after 
working in a variety of 
capacities within the Hood 
River schools, most recently as 
the Library and Media Assistant 
at Hood River Middle School for 
the past eight years. I asked her 
to share a review of The Boys in 
the Boat.   

 

The Boys in the Boat    

By Daniel James 
Brown 

This true story 
takes place during 
the Great 
Depression, the 
Dust Bowl and the rise of the 
Nazi’s to power.  The main 
character Joe is abandoned by 
his father at a young 
age.  Through grit and 
determination young Joe 
decides to make something of 
himself despite his challenges.   
This is the story of Joe and the 
University of Washington's 1936 
eight-oar crew and their quest 

for an Olympic gold medal, a 
team that transformed the sport 
and grabbed the attention of 
millions of Americans. The sons 
of loggers, shipyard workers, 
and farmers, the boys defeated 
elite rivals from eastern and 
British universities and finally 
the German crew rowing for 
Adolf Hitler in the Olympic 
Games in Berlin, 1936.  A great 
read for (High Level) Middle 
School and up.  
 
Waucoma Books Sponsors 
Author Visits from Marie 
Lu and Jacqueline West 
 
Waucoma Books sponsored two 
separate author visits at local 
schools.  Marie Lu spoke to the 
students at Wy’east Middle 
School, as well as speaking at 
the Hood River County Library 
on Wednesday, October 15th.  
She described her growing-up 
years in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
as a Chinese immigrant, writing 
late at night to avoid being 
reprimanded by her parents 
who wanted her to study law.  
She continued writing until she 
was in college, but after her 
agent rejected her third novel 
and then dropped her, she 
began to question whether she 
was cut out to be a writer.  She 
stopped writing for two years, 
until after she graduated from 
college and got a job with 
Disney Interactive Game 
Studios developing video games.  
This exposure to other 
“creatives” encouraged her to 
begin writing again, and she 
wrote one book that did not get 
accepted by a publisher.  Then 
her next story, Legend, a 
modern-day Les Miserables, 
was accepted and has become 
very popular.  This allowed her 
to write full time, and she is 

currently writing a fantasy 
series entitled The Young Elites, 
a dystopian novel about a group 
of villainous teens with super 
powers. 
 
The middle school students 
were very enthusiastic in their 
response to her presentation! 
 
Debi Gallagher, at Westside 
Elementary, shares about 
Jacqueline West’s visit on 
Friday, October 24th below: 
 
To prepare for her arrival, I 
began by reading her first book 
The Shadows. 
 
Her visit was incredible. The 
staff and students loved her 
presentation. It was attended by 
approximately 250 students, as 
well as staff and parents. I asked 
the students what their favorite 
part was and the majority said 
to find out that an author was 
just an ordinary person, and 
also they were amazed at how 
long it took her to write a book. 

Her presentation was very 
inspirational to students. We 
talked about how anyone can be 
a writer and Ms. West 
confirmed that. Several students 
have come to me and said they 
are writing a book now. They 
also loved the guessing game at 
the end. 

Ms. West gave an outstanding 
presentation and was enjoyable 
as well as inspirational. We 
would love to have her back 
again. 

 
 
 
 
 


